Bear Bsvid, 


9/26/74 


2 find a lot tar like voters of the 25t$i» despite vhat fros your point of view 
is certainly intended an understanding and patd.ea.es, deeply diotur'aiisg, So saich so that 
whil<“ X*': awfcened at 4 run* to be able to ootroloto one of t'-.s lent -sod a coaplinataft 
chapter iw sy Watergate book. The Unispaaefawsit of Kich&rd hixos I’ve l&id it aside 
because I’ll not be able to concentrate at least until after I’ve responded* 

Without taking tiae to correct typos. 

I have long bean aware tliat j. ooao accross J-ik« a - conceiv^u xyx?£0.&xi. Thom 
tone when those of vfcosj I was fond and we mch younger then ihev hSd to be to be 


was 

®y children used to consider this avuncular* 

But if you want what X believe to be the truth, it ir, not at sX 
this anorKous eelf-concept. Self«es.-5ur%aoo I set out on sorr-tiiny 

long: substantiating record. But I do not regard uysslf no aoue kind of genius 
would bo so inch easier if I did or could. Tm truth is aor--; unflattering to you 

I appear to bathin way and to seen tltlw way becousa tl»ore is so paraeating hr 


that 

yec.j 


J- have 
with a 

i this 


x coispc'.tenco 
the rest of i 
;?iso ;a 


V)* *•- 

i ■? ■!?, 


cd, and in an case of widen ~ know is th® incompetent that in 


-o o. 


ire* i probably referred to politics! infaatiliss* 
in other sr®&a iix-sture or politioa&ly ienattuv. 


It is true. Hot of 


:tfKTU05jtionabl'. 


iill irvr- 


in hi. 


than 10 PfaS’s would 


It is true that to really obtain aay kind of aastesy a: 
of tiis political acsassiriation aoro effort tiisut uluoat at^/one 
is required. I’d say tiiat I have put in nor ti&*> &sd effort 
r-^quiro in- . so .*• u a on’ ^ xncwi 

- ' * tic la no w true that chxs kxiai of txao iavostEiont is nocd&d to s*&c f iirougk 
ot-iT i ou«sr j. ri* un . -- - -ow or r xr<sa*di. Asum.oa or so ftuok noro you. to toko at race 
value, 
co: 


.. .. ct 


•- — — — ■** •* ou Nout-on v ^ v/u w>ov>u* t»V*» fi. U — 

value* People don’t a na l y se any saor®* ill have preconceptions and with enough self— 
eonfid-.-no.o sni enough in&^Lnttioa all osn sec wh&t iun t there ash. bo oe.rttin of it. 
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'» tcli the uuter is voluntarily rurndt^; u.hi 


to npyxy 
have 
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in ix»se advantages over 
I was oo^noixart of its fi 
sots . w « i - 

to wonder* But if x'sx told the wi 

T 3 io.‘je isatters about which X hatu been in disagfcscasejit with otisers in the isast 
have alaont without exception bees , elmcntal . It vks frustrating beyond cesiv^rinr to 
try to t-'.'Il you . the feeling when I knew that {jootl aiads believod stria horsc - ehit . Or 
teat others , also bright , wt.-re sot also dishonest , sick , aiMUarWug or a eortbinntioB * 

Tbs surest way to uJipopularity is baing consistently right . The surest thing in 
niij . J-ii *j poknCin in ... . . . un. »y ‘. v.ncru tiiera v.uo also non ... vy / mixmuu - f ? 

others to wha.t its all cases war . too soon true . Hot genius on ay part . Prevailing stupidity ^ 
blitilftesB , imaturity , or oj this subject - an inabilii^r to tJdak things through , to bo 
logical , »a reasonable . 

lou Pad you self oftaa , iuoludins : in thio letter , ns describing Woodstain , 'both 
of whc*a I know , as " 2 h » duab kids who hadn’t have their feet on the grousd .” They are 


not dtaab, they had tb^Lr feet firsly on the ground, find they wort- ~ooafinea-^ 
biaoed witJi leaks to tliea. 1 have written this, long ago, fro« sy oxm experiencf 


ices to 

Degin wxth. lou ere not in contact with the real world, iad I rcaesia esosntially salve 
find trus t. ' i. ny , ocl . as x t nuiy se^H. 

iour problem is iiht tiirt you lack i&dde loioivierlgo. it is that you can t discriminate* 
S'fcween what is? rsosomble and possible and what isn’t? between what can and ean be expected 
to be counterprod’.vrcive and hurtful and what probably won’t be. 

I also hold ouiier vx«'.?3 you way find sigiplicti.c. When I scan the political horison I 
hive considerable difficul-ty finding voliticains who today are bettor for the country than 
i.$ddy iCmmedy. iiick his past. Has present counts. But if you take the worst possible view 
of his past, can it begin to &e as baa as those who Wers wart of so K*ny eouatltese Borders 


and raisings throughout too world, sop. iu Shksia? So why bedgor his^? Qw'g perxodica.lly 
in the past I’d drop a note, staying it required uo answer, to his ha, aaned ifcrtjui. I a 
sure all wore unwelcome. But I gave good iiifortsation and advice with the probability of 
correctness so great i recall no error. I have never bees, in his office. I don't thi jak 
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taka the time, wither, because the prospect Of being really listened to is so, slight, 

3ut I guarantee I could blow his mind, if it is not locked closed. And that I d say nothing 
about having avsn spoken to ilia. 

2 iae is another factor that aakes sc as impatient as I an with inquiries like 
yours to which I reacted so strongly. You didn't leara fro® Trwo. How aany hot irons 
need burn your hands? There are ay shoos to be walked in, too. 

I as 61, I 'to lived 10 of the aost hellish years oa oh© work of which you know 
and 20, of which 10 coincide over what you would not believe in a novel. 0«r famous 
farming operatic® was ruined by low— flying helicopters, with disatsrous and continuing 
results. H y wife is as conditioned as Pavlov's dogs. And as innocent. It was also financially 
ruinous, X borrowed $50G for a down— payment to the printer on my first book. I've not 
been able to finish paying hiss for the last because of the fortune out of which I 'to 
been gypped on all of them. It coujd not b© a nor© organised ope ratios^ if it had been 
organized. I've never been out of debt in all this tiise. An I've been able to collect 
soia® of what is owed as - and I would not declare bankruptcy — I've paid my debt off. 

It is not something like $7,500 only, about % 20}'* of what it was. 

At this point X was interrupted by a lawyer who is making an effort to collect 
sore than $4,000 a single wholesaler owes so, plus interest^ 

We live below the poverty level, on two days os niniss-wage iacoaa ay wife has 
each week, plus the small incoae from books that in effect I continue to borrow from 
the printer I've not been able to finish paying off. In short, even a stamp is a real 
cost to us. At ay age, and with 5 aoutaia acres, I sow by hand with second-hand aowera, 
when as currently I have pulled a muscle and when a bad back and arthritis ana bursitis 
don't stake it ill-advised. 

But I presist. I sue, I research, 1 write and only infrequently as I abed after 
4-4i30 a.H. I put in a day that would kill Host people I know in an effort to coaglete 
what I think you can recognise as one of the largest tasks a nan has ever undertakon. I 
ask nothing on anyone isad I get nothing except slight help la the fora of copies frost 
a few friends), I have at least six books well started, nor® researched and read for 
writing, soese going back to 1365, I do what at say tinao seosn to hold the possibility 
of being most useful, 

lit short I got at an intensity of which few aea arc c 0 .gs.bl 2 ash after long, long 
years of it, trying to be productive, trying to accomplish what x sight be, trying to 
get things on paper scad trying to asRwer questions fron people all over the world 
because I recognize their sincerity and feel an obligation to meet their genuine desires. 

It is rare when, one is considerate enough to include a r®tura-addr©sse& envelope, This 
while broke and mat 61. Qan you understand ay intolerance of what is really thoughtless- 
ness, people like you not using your hands to really try to think things’, through aad asking 
as to spend time doing their thinking? 

Hobo of this takes into account an aaou&t of work, often daily, you 'would not /• 
believe possible to get where- we sra on the &®y case, without a cent cosing in from it . 
and without all ay expenses being paid. Vs ware the subject of an exhaustive tux audit. 

The autidot singly couldn’t believe t:»t I should travel aceross the country&a go down to 
Hew Orl-.sau, over tha Dallas, back to N.O. sad then none hone and pwssd less that 51 CO 
os myself in 30 days. Would you liv® this way? Or be tolerant when you have for years 
to bs able to sops rd to b® abl® to work? 

So, try ay shoos for a while, David, and try stretching your own. adnd a bit, 
independently. Vhat you swallowed, from Trow should have aad* you vosdt before h« gars 
you a partial snstio. You stuff on Farewell America will make you ashamed if you are as 
bright and alert as 1 think you arc. Sure you vast answers, and you should h&ve then. So 
do countless others. But how smeh of this can one aging, tired, overworked and broke one 
nan supply ana do anything else, including wot losing Ms patience? 


Sincerely, 



